
 
 

City of Lanett 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 18, 2026, 6:00 PM    Lanett Council Chambers 

Regular Session - 
The City Council of the City of Lanett, Alabama, met in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, May 18, 2026, in the Council Chambers of the Lanett Municipal Complex 
at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Councilmembers present were Denise Zachery, Krisse Story, Brad Lynn, Charles 
Bagley, and Kim Roberts. Mayor Jamie Heard presided over the meeting.  
 
Rev. Henson said the invocation and Mayor Heard led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Councilmember Story made a motion to approve the agenda. Councilmember Bagley 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilmember Zachery made the motion to approve the minutes of May 4, 2026, 
Council Meeting and May 7, 2026 Special Called Meeting. Story seconded the 
motion. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Under New Business, a Plaque was read honoring retiring business owners Doug 
and Bedele Clark of Clark Interiors. Councilman Lynn read the plaque. The Clarks 
were not present. 

A Proclamation proclaiming Older Americans Month was read by Councilwoman 
Story and presented to Lanett Senior Center Manager Sandra Thornton along with 
senior citizens who attend the center. Senior Advisory Board President Herchel 
Allen offered thank you to the council for the proclamation as well as to Mayor 
Heard for sponsoring a recent fish fry for the seniors. 

Councilwoman Story also recognized Lanett High School Valedictorian Zaniah 
Davidson and Salutatorian Armani Langdon.  Councilman Bagley recognized Mr. 
Lanett High School Riontae Zeigler and Miss Lanett High School Aaniah Davidson. 

Approval of invoices was motioned by Councilmember Bagley and was seconded 
by Councilmember Lynn.  Councilmember Roberts abstained. Motion carried. 
Councilmember Zachery questioned 2 invoices in the Nutrition department, one for 
Merls Diner and the other for Ponders Nursery. These were explained to her by 
Mayor Heard and City Clerk/Treasurer Deborah Gilbert. Merls Diner was for food  
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for the senior citizens due to the state not delivering the food due to a holiday and 
the one for Ponders was for plants/flowers at the Nutrition building. 

Ordinance 05-26-01 Approval of Franchise Agreement with Charter Spectrum, 
Second Reading, was read by Councilmember Bagley. The Ordinance was put in 
motion by Councilmember Lynn and Bagley seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Ordinance 05-26-02 Approval of Franchise Agreement with Wide Open West 
(WOW), Second Reading, was read by Councilmember Lynn. The Ordinance was 
put in motion by Councilmember Story and Bagley seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Resolution 05-26-03, a resolution for an Airport Ground Lease Agreement with LH 
Construction, Inc. was read by Councilmember Bagley and put in motion by 
Councilmember Lynn and seconded by Councilmember Bagley. Motion carried 
unanimously. Attorney Stanley Gray stated that the council had previously approved 
a ground lease template and now we are actually using that template to approve the 
lease with L.H. Construction, Inc. 
 
Resolution 05-26-04, a resolution for renewal of the 9-1-1 Dispatch Agreement was 
read by Councilmember Story and put in motion by Councilmember Bagley and 
seconded by Councilmember Zachery. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Council Member Denise Zachery, Chairman of Police and School had no committee 
report. She did however ask for prayers for the family of a recent shooting victim in 
Lanett. She also thanked Code Enforcement Officer Mark Crowder for his work. 
Zachery asked that we have more Work Sessions to discuss Ordinances and Zoning. 
 
Councilmember Krisse Story, Chairman of Streets, Sewer, Water, Cemetery and 
Grounds had no committee report. She stated that during her campaign she had five 
prospective pillars. One being more offerings for the youth and family. For this 
reason, she would be hosting a Youth University specifically but not limited to 
District 2 from June 16-18. With economic growth being another, she announced 
that during the Juneteenth holiday she would again host Walton’s Grocery economy 
boost event in District 2 on the 17th. On June 27th, she would host “Serve with Story” 
to identify abandoned homes. Story also offered thanks to Code Enforcement Officer 
Crowder, stating that she had another list for him.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
Council Member Brad Lynn, Chair of Finance and Airport, stated that the airport 
had 1,401 operations for May and 1,800 gallons of gas sold, stating that this was 
probably down due to the Flight School Students being away. 
 
Council Member Charles Bagley, Chair of Fire, EMS, and Recreation notified the 
public that the Lanett swimming pool would be out of operation due to a temporary 
closure for much needed upgrades. He, however, stated that the rec center would 
have more other offerings and host events to make up for this. He thanked Coosa 
Valley for windows at the Senior Center. 
 
Council Member Kim Roberts, Chair of Electric and Gas, had no committee report. 
She stated that she had asked for 30-60-90 day reports that she received but without 
a date. She also stated that she had not received a report from Mayor Heard. He 
reminded her that she was responsible for reaching out to the department heads for 
her report and that his report covered day-to-day operations. She also wishes to 
update codes and ordinances. Roberts inquired about a list of properties that she had 
sent to the Mayor. Mayor Heard reminded her that the Code Enforcement Officer 
had met with her on some of these properties already.  
 
Mayor Heard asked for a report from the department heads. 
 
Allen Summers stated that the Gas department is moving along on the project as you 
will notice in the areas that they are done with, you will notice the letters SEC painted 
on the road.  
 
Trent McCants stated that the Rec Track Team won a championship recently in 
Enterprise, Alabama. 
 
Casner spoke on behalf of the police department. He reminded everyone of the heat 
and asked that they continue to stay hydrated when working outside. He stated that 
the PD had one currently in the Academy and doing well. 
 
Bo Lauderdale asked everyone to keep their eyes open for the grass cutters. 
 
Chief Matt Shiver stated that they have an employee that will graduate from Fire 
Fighter School next Friday. 
 
Rockey Bolt stated that they will be paving some alleyways behind Smokin Joe’s 
Barbeque and will be paving East 18th Street tomorrow. 
 
Jim Bergeron at Airport stated that airport has been busy and coming along. 
 



 
Michael Sides in water department stated that they are in the process of running a 
new main on S. 12th Avenue, changing meters and looking for leaks. They are 
working with Clearwater on the aptitude at the tank and continue to look for grant 
money for improvement projects. He explained the steps they are taking to get the 
water loss issue settled. 
 
Mark Crowder stated that we have knocked down 4 houses and have 6 agreements 
with owners for either repairs or demolition and that there are 4 new houses under 
construction. 
 
A representative from Clearwater stated that they made contact with ADEM for an 
inspection date. They have been cleaning up the plant in preparation. 
 
Mayor Heard recognized Lanett citizen Elizabeth Farrar who discussed 30-60-90 
day delinquency accounts that she had been informed of during municipal elections, 
by attending meetings, news articles and private conversations from people with 
concrete knowledge. She stated that these were residential, commercial and 
industrial accounts. Mayor Heard asked her to feel free to reach out to him with any 
issue that she may have. 
 
Mayor Heard recognized Lanett Superintendent Jennifer Boyd who announced the 
dates of graduation and also stated that the school had received Cognia 
Accreditation. 
 
Mayor Heard offered condolences to the Boyd family, asking everyone to keep them 
in prayer. He also congratulated the Val & Sal, and Mr. & Miss LHS. Heard thanked 
the department heads for all that they do. He also recognized the senior citizens 
present and thanked their manager Sandra Thornton for all she does for them. 
 
The City Clerk/Treasurer announced that we did not omit Springwood School but 
they were actually graduating tonight. Gilbert also reminded the council that the 
report that Councilmember Roberts spoke about is in their packets tonight. 
 
Attorney Gray reminded everyone to go out and vote on Tuesday. 
 
At 6:59 Mayor Heard asked for a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion 
was given by Bagley and seconded by Story.  A Roll Call vote to go into session 
yielded the following results: Zachery = yes, Story = yes, Roberts = yes, Bagley = 
yes, Lynn = yes, Heard = yes.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
At 8:01 Mayor Heard asked for a vote to come out of executive session. The motion 
was made by Story and seconded by Zachery. A Roll Call vote to come out of session 
yielded the following results: Zachery = yes, Story = yes, Roberts = yes, Bagley = 
yes, Lynn = yes, Heard = yes.  
 
Mayor Heard asked for a motion to adjourn, which was given by Council member 
Roberts and seconded by Council member Story.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02. 

Attest:  
_________________________            _____________________________ 
Jamie L. Heard, Mayor   Deborah Gilbert, City Clerk/Treasurer 


